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RAINBOW FLAGS ADD COLOR TO CITY OF FESTIVALS

Ever since 1995, PrideFest's flags have
added both color and symbolism to Wisconsin's
City of Festivals as the flags acknowledge
Milwaukee's Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender citizens. The Rainbow Flags say, “We
are here!”

That tradition is going to continue through the
generosity of those people who donate through
the annual Proud Crowd campaign, PrideFest’'s
major pre-festival fund raising event. This year,
the funds raised through the campaign will be
used to replace and maintain all of the Rainbow
Flags along Milwaukee's downtown streets, most
of which mark the route for the annual Pride
Parade.

“The Rainbow Flags really generate a lot
of emotional comments from people,” said
PrideFest Co-Director Christine Klein. “Last
year while we were fixing one of the flags,
two visitors from San Francisco stopped us
and said they hadn’t seen so many flags in
any other town but their own. They said they
felt like they were home — and we told
them that they were.”

Designed by Gilbert Baker in 1978, the
Rainbow Flag is internationally recognized as
the rallying banner of the LGBT community.
According to its designer, each stripe repre-
sents a different aspect of life: Red is for
Life; Orange is for Healing; Yellow is for Sun;
Green is for Nature; Blue is for Art; and
Violet is for Harmony.

When all costs are added, including
flags, unfuriers, poles, holders, permits and
contractor costs, each flag costs PrideFest
just under $150.

“Some members of the community are
under the impression that the city buys and
hangs the flags when in actuality this is all
done by PrideFest,” commented Co-Director
Michael Lisowski. “But, we know how impor-
tant it is to the community that we continue
this tradition, and we hope people come
through by contributing to the Proud Crowd
campaign.”
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People have several donation levels to
choose from starting at $15. All contributors to
the campaign receive the Pride Card which
serves as a three-day pass to the festival. In
addition to the premiums, contributors are also
invited to a special Proud Crowd reception on
Friday, June 9 at the festival grounds.

To receive a Proud Crowd brochure, visit the
self-service area at the PrideFest office, 907
South 1st Street in Milwaukee, or call (414) 645-
3378, or visit the PrideFest 2000 web site,
www.pridefest.com.

—————————————————
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Entertainment

MONTENEGRO PACKS THEM
IN

Listen for the roar of the crowd on Saturday
night at 6:00pm when Mia Montenegro steps up
to the mic. This very popular performer packs
them in, and you better arrive early if you want a
chance to sit close to the stage because Mia's
connection with her audience keeps the crowd
on its feet

Montenegro is one of Wisconsin's top female
singer/ songwriters and is ever popular at
PrideFest. Mia delivers powerful versions of
songs by artists such as Janis Joplin, Fleetwood
Mac, and the Indigo Girls, as well as a huge list
of her own original compositions. Her debut solo
CS, Somewhere in Between, displays her versa-
tility as a songwriter, from slammin’ acoustic
rock tunes to ballads — all complete with hook-
laden melodies. She admits being strongly influ-
enced by Melissa Etheridge and Cheryl Wheeler.

Mia played the coffeehouse circuit during her
college days. She was a member of acoustic
rock trio Suburban Gypsies, favored for their
three-part harmonies and interaction with the
audience. The group was nominated for a
Wisconsin Area Music Award. As a solo per-
former, Mia has played at PrideFest,
Summerfest, State Fair, Shank Hall and a num-

ber of clubs
through-
out the
state. If
you have
never seen
her act, be
sure to catch
her this year in
the Miller
Oasis.

RONNIE NYLES RETURNS
WITH CLASSIC COUNTRY
AND ROCK

Ronnie Nyles, one of Wisconsin's best coun-
try/rock artists, is booked for PrideFest once
again. This year, she’s performing at the Miller
Stage at 12 Noon on Saturday, June 10.

Nyles knew at age six she wanted to sing.
She found early success in the country duo
LadySmith, which won the Wisconsin Area Music
Industry (WAMI) award in 1989 for Country Artist
of the Year. She won the same award as a solo
performer in 1990. After that, she joined the
Sky Harbor Band, Milwaukee and Chicago's top
country band.

Now, as a soloist, Nyles is doing a little bit
of everything, going from Mary Chapin Carpenter
to Wynonna to Melissa Etheridge. “Doing a solo
act you have to be able to do a lot of different
material to survive,” she says. “So when I'm
doing a country song, to some people it sounds
country, but to other people — one of the best
compliments | got was, “We're not really into
country, but we really like what you do.’ It's
appealing to a wider audience, basically.”

She describes her own sound for original
songs as “more diverse,” drawing on a variety of
influences from country to folk to classic rock
that she's
been
exposed to
over the
years. The
stage show
remains
energetic. “I
just can't
seem to sit
still when
I'm on
stage,” she
says. “When
the music
moves me, |
have to go
with it.”
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:
fi PrideFest, Inc.

' Balance Sheet

For Year Ended December 31, 1999
Current Assets:
Cash in Bank and on Hand $47,072.00

! Accounts Receivable $1,375.00

eoun- Furniture & Fixtures $7,327.00

ce Inventory $2,349.00

filler Prepaid Expenses $3,675.00

_ Total Assets $61,798.00

ng.

) Liabilities:

Music Firstar Bank Payable $938.00

HArtist Food Booth Deposits $145.00

/solo

he Total Liabilities $1,083.00

5 top

Net Assets:

' bit Operating $(134,894.00)

e Festival $195,609.00

peMer

isolo Net Assests $60,715.00

irent

fm Total Liabilities and Net Assets $61,798.00

ounds y

best

nto PrideFest, Inc.

's Statement of Activities

For Year Ended December 31, 1999

ﬁ:y of Revenue Operating Festival Total

rock Festival Income $209,152.95 $209,152.95

fhe' Grant Income $29,000.00 $29,000.00

g s Fund-Raising Events

Fund-Raising Income $17,021.34 $17,021.34

sed to Fund-Raising Expenses $(8,978.70) $(8,978.70)

. Interest Income $1,283.29 $1,283.29

5. The

3 show ' Total Revenue $9,325.93 $238,152.95 $247,478.88
lins

getic. “I Expenses $- $-

gan't Management and Supporting Services $48,804.58 $ $48,804.58
n to sit Festival - Related Expenses $ $203,213.10 $203,213.10
MI Total Expenses $48,804.58 $203,213.10 $252,017.68
:'_ws::n Change in Net Assests $(39,478.65) $34,939.85 $(4,538.80)
i_iwsic

s me, | Note: Audited financial statements are available upon written request.
Tﬁﬂ g0 Above information is based on our unaudited Financial Reports.
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VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME

Voluniteers make PrideFest happen!

We pride ourselves on the fact that PrideFest
is a volunteer supported event. Last year, nearly
1,000 people donated their time and skills to
help out in all areas of
the festival, including set-
up, security, entertain-
ment, food service, bar-
tending and break-
down/clean-up.
Volunteers are needed
again for this year, espe-
cially for Sunday, to make
PrideFest 2000 another
successful event.

\".

You are invited to join
the 2000 Volunteer Corps. It can be hard work,
but it's also a lot of fun. What better place to
share in the spirit of PrideFest than in the com-
pany of friends and family while providing ser-
vices to the community?

As a volunteer, you will receive free admis-
sion on the day or days you work. If you assist

Gregg Goetz died of AIDS. &8
. By
Now his father and family &
_fight to save others.
W
Join Harold Goetz and over®
1,800 other ARCW volunteers
in the ﬂght against AIDS.

To vE)E'EIEunteer, please call ARCW
at 414-225-1565 or
800-359-0272 x265.

\\“ TC( f

with pre- or post-festival tasks, you will receive a
complimentary ticket to the festival. All volun-
teers get a special badge to identify you as a vol-
unteer, a complimentary meal at the festival, and
an invitation to the volunteer party later in the
year. All this and the sat-
isfaction of knowing you
did your part for the most
exciting Pride festival in
Wiscensin!

Two volunteer orienta-
tion sessions will be
offered and can be espe-
cially helpful for first time
volunteers: Saturday, May
27, 10:30 am to noon at
the LGBT Community
Center, 170 South Second Street in Milwaukee;
and Wednesday, June 7 6:30 to 8:00pm at the
Youth Activity Area on the PrideFest grounds
(Henry W. Maier Festival Park), 200 North Harbor
Drive along the lakefront (park in Lot A south of
the Summerfest Administration building and

enter Gate 6). Continued on page 72

i
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TAKE YOUR VOWS -
COMMITMENT CEREMONY

Make or renew your vows as a couple at a
commitment ceremony from 4:00-4:30pm
Sunday, June 11, at the Dance Tent. The Rev.
Lew Broyles, pastor of Milwaukee's Metropolitan
Community Church, will officiate, as he has at
the past six PrideFest commitment ceremonies.

“What makes the mass wedding better and
better every year is the growing seriousness of
commitment on the part of participants,” Broyles
says. “It would tear your heart just to see it.”

It's hearts and flowers - and cake. Last
year's cake, big enough to serve all participants
and guests, was a fruit-filled white cake with rich,
creamy frosting. It will be that big this year again,
and depending on the whim of
the cake-maker, may be adorned
with pillars or fountains, as it
has been in previous years.

Just like last year, there will
be the availability of private cere-
monies for those couples who
want to have a more personal
celebration. Private ceremonies
will be held in a quite grassy
area near the lakefront.

Couples who plan to partici-
pate must pre-register at the
Metropolitan Community Church
booth in the Marketplace area.
For the mass wedding on Sunday
evening, the cost is $15, and
couples will receive flowers or a
boutonniere, a picture in front of
a decorated trellis, cake, and a
certificate. A fee of $40 will be
charged for private ceremonies.

Broyles expects 125 couples to participate
this year, depending on the weather. Past wed-
dings have included couples from four states
away, he says.

For more information on the commitment cer-
emonies, contact the Rev. Lew Broyles at 414-
383-1100.

ORGANIZATIONS CAN MAKE
MONEY

When organizations provide volunteers for
PrideFest, they get paid for the work. With no up-
front costs, it is a guaranteed fundraising event
for any organization.

Organizations simply guarantee the number
of volunteers required for particular assignments.
A work roster is provided to the organization and
it is their responsibility to fill in the roster for the
day. Volunteers might staff a food stand, a beer
pod, or a ticket booth for Friday, Saturday, or
Sunday, or help with clean-up on Monday.
Organizations can divide up shifts as it suits
their members. One group earned as much as
$1,200 one year. All volunteers receive passes
for free admission on the days they are assigned
to work, along with a compli-
mentary meal.

Assignments can be
made to match the number
of volunteers an organization
can guarantee. Applications
will be taken through mid-
May if there are openings.

“If they wait too long,
they might lose out on some
good money-making areas,”
warns PrideFest Volunteer
Coordinator Sheri Goldberg.
“Some of the things are just
a flat fee, like taking tickets.
At the food booths they earn
ten percent of the gross, and
drink areas earn five per-
cent.”

PrideFest depends on
organizations for this kind of
support. “We really appreciate the organizations
who lend us a hand,” Goldberg says. “A lot of
people think they don’t want to work during the
festival, but before you know it, they're having a
good time. They're helping us out, they're earn-
ing money for their organizations, and they're vol-
unteering with their friends, so it's really a great
opportunity.”

Applications are available from the PrideFest
office. Call (414) 645-3378.
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Sponsors

INSTEP SPONSORING
STONEWALL TENT AND
COMEDY STAGE

As a continuing PrideFest sponsor, IN Step,
Wisconsin's LGBT Community Newspaper, is
supporting the Stonewall Tent, the ‘soapbox’
where speakers can bring their messages to
festival-go’ers and where organizations can
meet with the LGBT community.

“It is especially appropriate that we are
sponsoring the Stonewall Tent where different
groups and individuals in the LGBT community
come to speak out because IN Step exists to

U]]Step

for everyone in
our community,”
said IN Step

In the evening, the Stonewall Tent changes
format and becomes the Comedy Stage for both
national and local stand-up acts.

Editor William
Attewell.

Founded in February of 1984, IN Step is the
state's oldest LGBT publication. It also has a
vibrant presence on the web at www.instep-
news.com.

IN Step provides LGBT Wisconsin with the
most up-to-date, comprehensive statewide and
national news, a complete calendar of events,
an indispensable guide to Wisconsin LGBT and
supportive business and organizations, and the
state's most effective classified ads. IN Step is
respected for its unmatched coverage of
Wisconsin's art scene, including regular artist
profiles and reviews. IN Step covers Wisconsin's
LGBT night life and club scene extensively and
features popular local and national columnists.

IN Step is distributed free of charge at many
locations throughout the state of Wisconsin and
at gay-friendly locations in 34 other states.
Subscriptions are available. IN Step can be
reached at 1661 North Water Street, Suite 411,
Milwaukee, WI 53202, 414-278-7840 voice,
414-278-5868 fax, and by e-mail at
<editor@instepnews.com>,

Volunteers can get applications by visiting the
lobby area of the PrideFest office at 907 South
First Street in Milwaukee, or contacting PrideFest
at (414) 645-3378, <pridemilw@aol.com>,
<www.pridefest.com> or P.0. Box 511763,
Milwaukee, WI 53203. Applications should be
returned as soon as possible.

NI
S,

Volunteers must
commit to 4-1/2 con-
tinuous hours of vol-
unteer time. You can
sign up to work with
a friend and be
assigned to the same
time and location. You will receive confirmation of
your assignment shortly after registering, and will
receive a card for free admission about two
weeks before the festival.

Here are some of the duties PrideFest can
user your help with:

Security

Ticket Seller - You can be the very first per-
son to meet and greet the visitors by working at
the front gates selling tickets.

Information Booth - Serve as our Goodwill
Ambassadors for the many visitors who are from
out-of-town and need a little guidance finding
their way around the grounds.

ASL Interpreter

Parade Hand (Friday only)
Food Service

Ticket Taker

Volunteer Check-In - You'll assist with getting
all the volunteers and entertainers checked-in at
Gate 6 and headed in the right direction.

Bartender (Must be 21 or older)

Children's Activity Area - Assist in special
children’s activities including face-painting,
games, singalongs and clowning around.

Set-up
Food Preparation (Friday only)
Clean Up (Monday only)

*—ﬁj
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STRIKE UP THE BAND....

Strike up the band with music of celebration!
llluminate the night with pride! Show the world
there are more stars and glitter in our parade
than in the heavens as our community sparkles
in a Mardi Gras-style Pride Parade.

This one-time night parade was endorsed by
the majority of parade participants who returned
their surveys last year. “This is a unique way to
kick off the Pride Weekend,"” said Rick Finger,
Parade Coordinator. “In other cities, night
parades have been extremely successful.”

Wisconsin's Pride Parade will step off at
7:30pm Friday, June 9th. The route has changed
slightly from past years. Marchers and units will
assemble along North Harbor Drive. At step-off
they will head north to Michigan Avenue; west on
Michigan to Cass; north on Cass to Wisconsin
Avenue; west on Wisconsin to Milwaukee Street;
south on Milwaukee to Chicago Street; and then
east to the front gates of the festival. PrideFest
Rainbow Flags already line the route.

,LJ f

The
Police Band
will return for
a second
year. They
are com-
prised of vol-
unteers from the police force. A new participant
this year is the Milwaukee County Sheriff's
Department. PFLAG (Parents, Friends of Lesbians
and Gays) will serve, once again, as color guard
with members from around the state being invit-
ed to participate.

This year's judges are Margaret Henningsen,
Alderman Paul Henningsen, Alderman Mike
DAmato and County Supervisor Dorothy Dean.
There will be awards for first place marching unit,
first place decorated car and first place float.
Units are advised to incorporate this year's festi-
val theme, “PrideFest 2000: Proud from

Continued on page 72
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Parade

the Inside and Out” into their decorations.
Elaborate floats are encouraged for the joy of all.
If participants need instructions on illuminating a
float, please contact the PrideFest office for a
booklet. The Marching Units, decorated cars, and
floats can enter for $35 till May 19th and $50
after May 20th. Parade applications are available
at the PrideFest office.

While parade organizers encourage marchers
to have fun, participants are reminded that cos-
tumes and clothing must comply with the state
obscenity statues and city public decency ordi-
nance. Decisions on the propriety of attire will be
made by the parade coordinator. These laws also
apply to the festival grounds.

Finger has been coordinating the parade for
seven years, and treasures the feeling of watch-
ing the parade step off. Finger has recruited vol-
unteers to serve on a committee and helped
organize the units before the parade. The 1999
parade was the largest to date, this year's
parade should be as exciting.

Entertainment

The acts and activities listed on the following
pages comprise a small portion of all the things
to see and do at PrideFest 2000.

Fabulous Food - This year the biggest variety
yet, everything from standard fare to the exotic.

PrideFest Marketplace (open ONLY Saturday
& Sunday) - The BEST in shopping. Featuring
clothing, jewelry, arts/crafts, books and
PrideFest 2000 collectibles.

Volleyball Social - Where you can sit and
watch or join in on the fun.

Children’s Activities and Youth Activity Area
- Saturday, June 10 is Family Day. And the Youth
Area is produced by, with and for youth with a
stage for programs and a juice bar.

Ecumenical Service on Sunday - Bringing
together people of all faiths to share in a service
of prayer and thanksgiving.

“Light Up The Sky"” Pride Fireworks - We
were the first in the nation to take to the heav-
ens.

INSIGNIA-

4-Color Brochures
Business Cards
Statements/Invoices
Labels
Stationery/Envelopes e Laser and Continuous
Filing Products e Any Business Printing

PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

(262) 783-7456 voice
(262) 783-7435 fax

Page 72
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Friday

MILLER STAGE

5:30 Shoreline - Milwaukee
6:30 Opening Ceremonies
7:00 Petra Luna

8:00 Singsational Productions
9:00 Awards

9:30 TBA

10:30 Parade Awards

10:45 TBA

Midnight Closed

THE GARDENS

5:00 Gay Youth - TBA
Midnight Closed

The Rainbow Cafe is Closed Friday
THE DANCE TENT

8:00 Mardi Gras Dance Party
Midnight Closed

Saturday

MILLER STAGE

Noon Ronnie Nyles
1:00 EDEN

2:00 Pulsation Band
3:00 Petra Luna
4:00 Men Out Loud
5:00 Deborah

6:00 Mia Montenegro
7:00 Sometimes Y

MILLER STAGE (conT)

8:00 Michelle Balan (Comedy)
9:00 Ce Ce Peniston

10:00 Fireworks

11:00 Lily White Review
Midnight Closed
STONEWALL/COMEDY

7:00 Comedy - Open Mic Night
9:00 Comedy - TBA

10:00 Fireworks

11:00 Comedy - TBA

Midnight Closed

A LITTLE BIT OF NEW
ORLEANS COMES TO
PRIDEFEST

In keeping with the Mardi Gras theme with
this year's parade, PrideFest will be hosting
a Mardi Gras party in the Dance Tent, Friday
June 9. Music starts at 8:00 and will

include a mix of zydeco, cajun and, of
course, dance music. And, to add to the fun,
all festival goer's who arrive at the gates in
costume will get in FREE! Costumes can
range from full-body to just feathered masks.

“The Dance Tent will be have special decor
for this year's party,” said Co-Director
Michael Lisowski. “What’s Mardi Gras with-
out a little glitz and beads?”

So, if you missed the main event in New
Orleans, be sure to check out the jesters at
the Dance Tent where volunteers from the
Brew City Bears will be more than happy to
keep your cups full with some of the best
drink this side of Louisiana.
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Entertainment
Saturday

THE GARDENS

Noon TBA

1:00 TBA

2:00 Shoreline - Milwaukee
4:00 Pride Band

5:00 Cream City Squares
8:00 TBA

9:00 TBA

10:00 Fireworks

11:00 TBA

Midnight Closed

THE RAINBOW CAFE
1:00 TBA

2:00 TBA

3:00 Cream City Chorus

Saturday

THE RAINBOW CAFE (conm)

| 4:00 John Scuduto (Jazz)
5:00 Jeff Bailey
6:00 Fest City Singers
7:00 Entertainers Against AIDS
8:00 Mr. & Miss PrideFest
USofA 2000
Midnight Closed

THE DANCE TENT

2:00 Dance
10:00 Fireworks
11:00 Dance
Midnight Closed

Sunday

MILLER STAGE

Noon Interfaith Services

1:00 Jeff Bailey

2:00 Singsational Productions

3:00 Rufus ]
4:00 Pulsation Band 1
5:00 bent |
6:00 Alpha Dog |
7:00 Men Out Loud

8:00 Lisa Lisa

9:00 Fireworks

10:00 Closed }

CECE PENISTON will perform Saturday, 9pm on the
Miller Stage.
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Entertainment
Sunday

STONEWALL/COMEDY

6:00 Comedy - Flaming
Dykasaurus

7:00 Comedy - Michelle Balan

8:00 Comedy - TBA

10:00 Closed

THE GARDENS

Noon TBA

1:00 TBA

2:00 TBA

3:00 Cream City Squares

6:00 TBA

7:00 TBA

8:00 TBA

10:00 Closed

THE RAINBOW CAFE

Noon Closed

1:00 Interfaith Fellowship

3:00 TBA

4:00 TBA

5:00 Mia Montenegro

7:00 Miss PrideFest USA

10:00 Closed

THE DANCE TENT

4:00 Mass Wedding followed with
a reception in the Miller VIP
area

5:00 Dance

10:00 Closed

Directory

2-Burn, 11708 West North Avenue, Wauwatosa,
WI 53226. 414-607-7000. Wisconsin's only
showroom of ventless fireplaces. Preferred
dealer of Firelight hand-blown glass candles.
We also carry a huge assortment of incense,
oils and holders.

Action Wisconsin, PO Box 342, Madison, WI
53701. 608-283-3251. A statewide, nonprof-
it, nonpartisan organization working to
advance and protect civil rights for
Wisconsin's Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
transgendered citizens and their families. We
monitor the media, research legislation, com-
municate with elected officials and work with
individuals and organizations from across the
state toward this goal.

AfterWords Book Store & Espresso Bar, 2710
North Murray, Milwaukee, Wl 53211. (414)
963-9089. Afterwords is Wisconsin's exclu-
sive LGBT bookstore with an extensive selec-
tion of fiction and non-fiction titles, travel
guides and AlDS-related literature,
Afterwords also features a wide variety of gift
items, cards, CDs and cassettes, videos, T-
shirts and magazines. Visit our espresso bar
featuring coffee drinks, cold beverages and
fresh baked goods.

AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin, 820 North
Plankinton, Milwaukee, WI 53203. 800-359-
9272.

Best Western - Inn Towne Hotel Milwaukee, WI.
414-224-8400 or 877-ITHOTEL. Downtown
value priced hotel. Inquire about our special
PrideFest packages including tickets and
transportation.

Bi Definition, 170 South 2nd Street, Milwaukee,
WI 53204. 414-774-5055. Bi Definition is a
social, support and activist organization for
bisexuals, people questioning their orienta-
tion, those who dislike labels, and our
friends and families. We exist to facilitate the
development of and maintain a cohesive
bisexual community in metropolitan
Milwaukee. Bi Definition meets often for a
variety of activities, publishes a quarterly
newsletter, and warmly invites new people to
join us!
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